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GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

One way that we can witness or be part of 

God’s miraculous work is to be connected 

to that work, directly or indirectly 

participating in it. God’s work can almost 

always be categorized as creating, saving, 

healing, or restoring. In our minds it seems 

to qualify as a miracle because the event is 

thought to be impossible, or its occurrence 

has such a low probability that it borders 

on the impossible. 

For example, let’s suppose you have an 

acquaintance that you haven’t thought 

about or spoken to in several years. You 

wake up one morning and realize that you 

owe this person and apology. You go to 

the airport to pick someone up and you 

run into this person. Such a thing is not 

impossible, but the probability of your 

thoughts and this chance encounter 

happening on the same day is so low, that 

it borders on the impossible. It’s a miracle. 

However, beware of miracle busters. 

Miracle busters are events that attempt to 

rob you of a healing or restoring 

opportunity. Continuing with our example, 

just before you get a chance to speak with 

this person, someone bumps into you and 

is very rude and inappropriate. You’re now 

upset. Or right after you speak to this 

person and experience fulfillment and 

wellbeing, you begin to think that maybe 

the issue was their fault and they should 

have apologized to you. 

“The thief comes only to rob, kill, and 

destroy. I came that they might have life 

and have it more abundantly.” (John 

10:10) If we are to participate in God’s 

miraculous work, there will be miracle 

busters. Notice how in one scenario it 

happens right before and in the other 

scenario it happens right after. Also notice 

that neither of the miracle buster events 

have any real substance in and of 

themselves. They can simply be dismissed 

by the mind and they will just disappear. 

Here’s why: they only happened either to 

break your spirit so you wouldn’t do God’s 

work, or to challenge you from believing 

that you had just done God’s work.  They 

are miracle busters or in Biblical terms, 

persecution. If we are going to be agents 

of God in the world, doing His work, then 

we are going to have to get use to this. 

With some practice we can learn to 

dismiss these things even while they are 

happening. Beware though; the devil 

knows how to get your attention. It will 

seem fiery as long as you entertain it. The 

busters often come in the form of hurt 

feelings. Let these things go and focus on 

the mission of God’s creative, redemptive, 

restorative work in the world. 

Pastor Gary 

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

Miracles and Miracle Busters 
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2 Day Program 

2 1/2 — Young 3s 

Monday, Tuesday 

9AM — 11:30AM 

3 Day Program 

Older 3s 

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 

9AM — 11:30AM 

4 Day Program 

4-Year-Olds 

Mon, Tues., Wed., Thurs. 

12:30PM —3:00PM 

Parent-Child Playschool 

18 mos — 2 1/2 years 

Friday 

12:30 — 2:00PM 

June is here and, despite the rain, we 

are looking forward to more time on 

our playground. We have been 

excitedly observing our annual visit 

from the tent caterpillars and really 

enjoy watching the birds who have 

made their home in our new “school” 

birdhouse hanging outside our 

window. 

Our graduates have been busy 

preparing for their stage show 

“Popcorn” by Frank Asch as they 

prepare to graduate on June 15th. It’s 

always a bittersweet time for us as we 

applaud their successes but know we 

will miss them. 

All of our classes are learning about 

animals, bugs, and weather activities. 

During chapel time, Pastor has been 

teaching about Noah. The three day 

class will perform many animal songs 

on stage for their parents on their last 

day of school on June 14th. All of the 

children have also been busy making 

special gifts and cards for their dads. 

Outdoor days will be happening during 

the week of June 5th-12th. We will 

spend the entire day outside, playing 

with water, participating in games, 

and eating snack picnic style.  

We still have openings in our classes 

for 2 1/2 and 3 year olds for 

September. Please pass the word. If 

you know of anyone who is interested, 

please have them call the church 

office. I am available during the 

summer to meet with anyone 

interested. 

On behalf of the Nursery School staff 

and board, best wishes for a very 

happy and healthy summer! 

Blessings, 

Janet Kain 

On behalf of the 

Nursery School 

staff and board, 

best wishes for 

a very happy 

and healthy 
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Notes & News 

 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Contact the church office to be 

included in an upcoming 

newsletter. The deadline for 

the July newsletter is June 

23rd. 

 

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

Confirmation  
“As you have received Jesus Christ the 
Lord, so live in Him, rooted and built up 
in Him and established in faith, just as 
you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.” (Colossians 2:7) 
Congratulations to our 2017 confirmands 
who affirmed their baptismal covenant 
on Sunday, June 4th during the 10:30 
service: 
Riley Moffitt 
Christopher Vaughn 

 
Lunch & Learn 
Please join us on Sunday, June 11th after 
our 10:30 service when Thrivent 
Financial (for Lutherans) will be hosting a 
“Lunch & Learn”. In order to participate, 
we ask that you bring a canned good or 
non-perishable item for the food pantry. 

 
Men’s Breakfast 
This month’s LMM Men’s Breakfast will 
be held on Saturday, June 17th at 8am.  
 

Summer Service Hours 
Please mark your calendars: Sunday, 
June 25th we will switch to one 
Sunday service at 9:30am. 
 
Praise Service 
Please note that this month’s praise 
service will be Sunday, June 25th, the 
4th Sunday of the month. 
 
Semi-Annual Congregational 
Meeting 
Our congregational meeting will be 
held on Sunday, June 25th after our 
9:30 service. If you are the 
chairperson of a committee, please 
submit your annual reports by June 

20th. Copies of last year’s reports are 
available from the church office . 
 
Comedies from Radio’s Golden Age 
Joins us for one night only, July 7th at 
7:30 pm for a presentation of 
Comedies from Radio’s Golden Age  
featuring live music and foley sound 
effects. Enjoy Abbott & Costello’s 
“Who’s On First” and many other 
classic sketches from the legends of 
radio. Refreshments, coffee, and 
desserts will be served during 
intermission. The suggested donation 
is $10 with all proceeds to benefit 
Cross of Glory. 
 
VBS 
The dates have been set for this 
year’s Vacation Bible School! It will be 
held the week of July 24th-28th. 
Registration forms for students and 
volunteers will be available soon. If 
you are interested in participating as 
a teacher, kitchen helper, or any 
other position, please contact the 
church office or Janet Kain. This 
year’s theme is Maker Fun Factory: 
Created by God, built for a purpose. 
 
16th Annual Fall Yard Sale, Bake 
Sale, and Snack Shack BBQ 
This year’s yard sale will be held on 
Saturday, September 23rd as part of 
the town-wide Aberdeen Day 
celebration. Donation drop-off will be 
Friday, September 22nd. Look for 
more information coming soon. 
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NJ Synod 

1930 State Highway 33 

Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 

609-586-6800 

Fax: 609-586-1597 

www.njsynod.org 

info@njsynod.org 

Mon. — Fri. 

9am—5pm 

Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew 

Bishop 

Jersey Jottings 

News from around the NJ Synod 

Great Adventure Day 
Due to schedule conflicts with Six Flags 
Great Adventure, the trip will be 
canceled in 2017, but we’re hoping that 
it will be back in 2018! 

Theological Education  
with Youth (TEY) 
July 22-29, 2017 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Getttysburg 
Theological Education with Youth (TEY) 
is an opportunity to equip and 
empower youth to have a voice with a 
Lutheran identity to go and change the 
world. The week-long program 
incorporates classroom time and 
experiential learning, offering young 
people a unique opportunity to engage 
with theology. Registration and more 
information is available at 
www.theologicaleducationwithyouth.co
m/ 

Office of the Bishop 
For two years we have heard our 
treasurer say that our staffing is not 
sustainable with the decline in mission 
support we are experiencing. To that 
end, we have begun to make 
adjustments. The position of Hospitality 
and Events Manager, which Debbie 
Crawford held, is being eliminated. I 
hope you will find a way to join me in 
thanking Debbie for her years of service 
to this synod. We will miss her and her 
welcoming presence at the front desk. 

We anticipate that Pastor Aaron Richter 
will be leaving our staff at the end of 
the summer to return to parish 
ministry. During the three years he has 

been with us, Pastor Richter has been 
an important part of our staff and has 
interacted with most of our 
congregations. His presence both in the 
office and around synod will be missed.  

As these losses are occurring, we are 
planning for Lois Parrett to increase her 
time later this summer. Her job will 
expand from part-time accountant to 
manager of synod operations. 

We are working on a detailed plan of 
how these staff changes will impact the 
work we do together. Some areas will 
require more volunteer commitment. 
Some areas will no longer come under 
the responsibility of the synod staff. 
Some areas will be strengthened by 
more focused job descriptions. During 
the summer months, I will be listening, 
praying, and finalizing a staff 
configuration that moves us into the 
future and allows us to live within our 
means. 

Please be assured that the commitment 
to congregational vitality and raising up 
leaders remains a priority for me and 
the entire staff. I ask you to pray for our 
staff during this time of transition. I am 
heartened that the description of 
changes as one of our core values 
includes these words: The Gospel is 
about transformation, stirred by the 
power of life over death. Hope-filled 
people can change; hopeless people 
cannot. We are a hope-filled people. 

The Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Martha Baldwin 

Rich Barlett  

Phyllis Cipriano  

Sue Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Durkin Family  

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

David Franklin 

Kim Franklin 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Sandy Greer 

Kathy Guiamano  

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Erin Larson 

Sandy McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Eddie Morris 

Carmen Mount 

Joseph Myers  

Joanne Nisi 

Robert Pante 

Bernie Schwartz 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Elaine Todd 

Kaitlin Whitford 

 

April, May, June: 

Mickey McAuliffe 

Scott Paul 

Carol Van Kirk 

Cliff Tobin 

Lauren MacDuffie 

Tim Rostad 

Jane Heide 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

cogoffice@juno.com 

 

1st—Walter Kain 

2nd—Jessica Ferrera 

4th—Donald Franklin 

7th—Laurie Noch 

10th—Mary Jane Friscia 

 Patricia Maloney 

14th—Neal Barton 

16th—Christine Franklin 

 Sharon Goodman 

18th—Joshua Nichols 

19th—Madelyn Downey 

21st—Sarina Johns 

24th—Riley Moffitt 

25th—AJ Calvanico 

26th—Jessica Bucco 

27th—Barbara Heinrichs 

30th—Sara Burgi 

 

June Birthdays 
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June Anniversaries 

2nd—Kim & Doug Mount 

4th—Jim & Cathy Easley 

6th—Larry & Kathy Odell 

9th—Doris & Paul Hiley 

15th—Dawn & Mark Weg 

28th—Tom & Diane Stinson 

30th—Rob & Kerry Steed 



Church Cleaning Schedule 

June — December 2017 

Ingrid Carlson, Coordinator 

Saturday 

July 1  Carlson, Vaughn 

July 8  Lee, Hines 

July 15 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

July 22 Maloney, Morris 

July 29 Carlson, Vaughn 

Aug 5  Lee, Hines 

Aug 12 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Aug 19 Maloney, Morris 

Aug 26 Carlson, Vaughn 

Sept 2  Lee, Hines 

Sept 9  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Sept 16 Maloney, Morris 

Sept 23 Carlson, Vaughn 

Sept 30 Lee, Hines 

Oct 7  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Oct 14  Maloney, Morris 

Oct 21  Carlson, Vaughn 

Oct 28  Lee, Hines 

Nov 4  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Nov 11 Maloney, Morris 

Nov 18 Carlson, Vaughn 

Nov 25 Lee, Hines 

Dec 2  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Dec 9  Maloney, Morris 

Dec 16 Carlson, Vaughn 

Dec 23 Lee, Hines 

Dec 30 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Carlson: 566-7095 

Fauder: 591-5725  

Hines: 521-1690 

Lee: 566-8821 

Maloney: 583-7208 

Morris: 566-6868 

Nichols: 264-6740 

Odell: 583-2725 

Vaughn: 583-4495 
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